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had on board the vessel, and which were understood to be of
the value of $500 or more.

In the month of January, 1861, Pelletier arrived in the
harbor of Port au Prince, Hayti, where he was accused of
being engaged in a slave-trading expedition by five of his
men whom he had landed and caused to be put in prison on
the charge of insubordination. The authorities were so well
convinced of the unlawful character of the expedition that
they ordered Pelletier to leave without delay. He was con-
voyed out of the harbor by an armed vessel, and upon the
understanding that he was to sail for New Orleans. As a
matter of fact, however, he employed the months following,
until April, in expeditions among the islands of the Caribbean
Sea. In the course of the investigation, Pelletier appeared
upon the stand as a witness. In a series of questions which
I put to him, I asked for the names of the vessels which he had
commanded, previous to the voyage of the William. Among
others he mentioned the Ardennes, which was an American
ship, registered. It turned out upon further investigation
that that ship was fitted out by him at Jacksonville in the
year 1859, and cleared for the Canary Islands. Her cargo
consisted of rum, sugar, cigars and tobacco. From the ad-
mission of Pelletier it appeared that he never reached the
Canary Islands, but made the coast of Africa, near the mouth
of the Congo River. Upon being pressed for a reason for
the change, he stated that he had been driven there by a
storm. We were able to cause an examination to be made of
the records of the Pluto, a British man-of-war, that discovered
the Ardennes near Magna Grand in April, 1859. The officers
of the Pluto boarded the Ardennes, and made such an ex-
amination as they thought proper. The captain made this
entry after an examination of the vessel's papers and register,
namely: " Which, though not appearing to be correct, I did
not detain or molest them." The Ardennes lingered in the